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CISR director recounts surviving landmine blast,
working with Princess Diana in war-torn Balkans
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ne minute, he was looking at
papers in his lap while riding
in the front seat of a car and the
next, he couldn't see anything.
When he regained his sight, he noticed lots
of broken glass, blood and a foot on the
floor of the car. As he struggled to leave the
car, Ken Rutherford realized the foot was
his, severed by a landmine blast.
Today, afrer numerous surgeries, he walks
with the help of two prosthetic legs, fueled
by an unquenchable desire to help ocher victims oflandmines and explosive remnants
of war in countries around the globe.
Rutherford, director ofJMU's Center for

International Stabilization and Recovery,
spoke about his experiences Sept. 24 during
JMU's annual International Week.
His talk, attended by about 150 students,
faculty and area residents, featured personal
stories and artifacts as well as a reception
with foods from the Balkans region of
southeastern Europe, which complemented
chis year's I-Week theme of"Food & Food
for Thought: Feed Your Global I.Q"
In addition to recounting his 1993 landmine experience, Rutherford talked about
working with Princess Diana in Bosnia in
August 1997 to raise awareness of human
suffering in the war-corn region.
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1often asked
myself, Why me?
Why did I sur. ~, ... I rea 1·1zed
vive.
because I had been
given so much, I
had to give back.'
1
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- KEN RUTHERFORD,
director ofJMU's Center for International
Stabilization and Recovery

CISR director Ken Rutherford spoke about his experiences during International Week at JMU. (Right): Rutherford with Princess
Diana, fellow landmine survivor and activist Jerry White (far
right), and other victims in Bosnia in 1997. August marked the
10th anniversary of Diana's death.
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